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OVERVIEW 
OF THE 
EVENT

The 2019 IAAF World Cross Country 
Championships were held at the 

Moesgaard Museum in Aarhus on 
30th March 2019

1 DAY

Raced in the mass participation 
events alongside the elite athletes

2,128 AMATEUR ATHLETES

Travelled to compete at the event

498 ELITE ATHLETES

This report analyses the economic impact of the 2019 IAAF World Cross Country
Championships on the city of Aarhus, Denmark. This was the 43rd edition of the event and the
first time that it was hosted by Denmark. Denmark was one of the 17 founding members of the
IAAFin 1912 and has produced sevenOlympic medal winners in track and field events.

The course for the 2019 IAAF World Cross Country Championships was situated in the
grounds of the Moesgaard Museum, a striking piece of modern architecture built in 2014,
which houses collections dedicated to local archaeology and ethnography. Combining culture,
nature and architecture with sport, a part of the course even saw athletes running up and
down its steep grass roof. The 10%gradient of the roof added an additional challenge to the
course, in addition to the mud, sand and water obstacles which all contributed to the
excitement of the race.

The organisers wanted to showcase the potential future of cross country and that running is
not only about roads and track. They also wanted to demonstrate to spectators that running
can be enjoyable for all. Therefore, for the first time ever at this event, amateur athletes who
had recorded a good enough qualifying time were given the opportunity to compete against
the elite athletes.

The weekend was rounded off with a mass-participation event on the same course across a
number of distances, giving participants iͮncluding Frederick,the Crown Prince of Denmarkͮ
the chance to appreciate just how impressively fast the elite runners truly are.

The 2019 World Cross Country Championships in Aarhus brought together over 498 elite
athletes from 63 nations across five events, in addition to the 2,128 amateur athletes who also
competed in other categories on the day.

A SUCCESSFUL EVENT ON A CHALLENGING 
BUT STUNNING COURSE

10,000 SPECTATORS

EVENT OVERVIEW

63 NATIONS

From around the globe competed 
at the IAAF World Cross Country 

Championships

Lined the course in the grounds of 
the Moesgaard Museum
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DATA SOURCES
IMPACT  

DATA 
SOURCES

SPECTATOR
SURVEY

This was undertaken on the day of the event on Saturday 30th March 2019. A total of 489 spectator responses
were secured. Spectators were asked questions on their place of residence, reason for being in Aarhus, length of
stay, typical daily spend and wider questions on social impact and event satisfaction . This survey was used as
the primary source of data on the spectator economic impact .

ATTENDEE 
ACCREDITATION 

DATABASE

The IAAFprovided an attendee accreditation list, which included information on the total number of official event
attendees and their place of residence,and some information on their length of stay.

ATTENDEE 
INTERVIEWS

A number of interviews were conducted with the different attendee groups, such as the event sponsors, media
and athlete teams. These groups were asked questions on their accommodation and non-accommodation
spend.

OTHER ATTENDEES 
SURVEYS

EVENT BUDGET The Aarhus LOCprovided a breakdown of the event budget, including the income and expenditure categories and
the suppliers used for the event.

This economic and social impact study has been informed by data from a number of sources.

AMATEUR 
PARTICIPANTS 

SURVEY

A survey was sent out to those participants who took part in the mass participation race to understand their place
of residence, length of stay in Aarhus, typical daily spend and how many friends and family accompanied them to
the event.78 responses were received in total .

Surveys were sent out to sponsors and athlete teams after the event which included a short set of questions on
their length of stay and daily spend.35 responses werecollected in total .
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IMPACT OF 
THE EVENT

This study outlines the economic and social impact of the 2019 World Cross Country Championships on the city of Aarhus. The diagram 
below provides an overview of the total value created by the event, including new money generated in the Aarhus economy and t he wider 
social benefits the event had for the city. These impacts are then described in detail in the remainder of this study.

THE OVERALL IMPACT OF THE 2018 IAAF WORLD U20 
CHAMPIONSHIPS

ECONOMIC IMPACT

LOCAL RESIDENTS WHO FELT PROUD 
THAT AARHUS WAS HOSTING THE 

EVENT
94%

SPECTATORS
INSPIRED DO MORE 

EXERCISE

2019 World Cross Country Championships - Aarhus

OUT-OF-TOWN SPECTATORS 
LIKELY TO RECOMMEND 
AARHUS AS A HOLIDAY 

DESTINATION

43%

80%

DIRECT
ECONOMIC

IMPACT

TOTAL
ECONOMIC

IMPACT

Κ2.53m

Κ4.30m

SOCIAL IMPACT
I

Aarhus
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DIRECT
ECONOMIC

IMPACT
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ECONOMIC 
IMPACT

+ =
Economic impact is defined as the 

total amount of additional 
expenditure tͮogether with other 
intangible economic benefits ͮ
generated by the hosting of the 

World Cross Country 
Championships.

Our economic impact analysis was 
carried out using the eventIMPACTS 

methodology aͮ recognised tool 
that enables organisers to 

understand the overall impact of 
their events. It takes into account a 
number of components, which are 

outlined fully in this report, to 
estimate an overall economic 

impact. 

APPROACH

The 2019 World Cross Country Championships
generated a direct economic impact of Κ2.53mand a 
potential total economic impact of Κ4.30min Aarhus. 

This impact was generated by various groups, 
including spectators, runners, sponsors and the 

organisers themselves.

DIRECT
ECONOMIC

IMPACT

TOTAL
ECONOMIC

IMPACT
Κ2.53m

MEASUREMENT FINDINGS

Κ4.30m

METHODOLOGY AND OVERVIEW
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ECONOMIC 
IMPACT

DIRECT ECONOMIC IMPACT ͮCONCEPT & CONTRIBUTORS

DIRECT ECONOMIC IMPACT

The direct economic impact is the additional money spent in the host economy by
event visitors and organisers. With the exception of events that require significant
infrastructure investment, spending by visitors in the host economy is typically the
biggest factor in generating economic impact . Spend by event organisers in the
delivery of the event is also considered. The following areas contributed to the
total direct economic impact of the event:

AMATEUR PARTICIPANTS
- Spend by out-of-town amateur participants (accommodation and daily  

subsistence)

SPECTATORS
- Spend by out-of-town spectators (accommodation and daily subsistence)

OFFICIAL EVENT ATTENDEES (e.g. athletes, media and sponsors)
- Spend by out-of-town official event attendees (accommodation, daily           

subsistence and other spend)

LEAKAGES
- Accommodation and non -accommodation spend by visitors with 

non-local vendors which reduces the impact on the host economy

ORGANISER
- Spend by the event organiser in the host economy

In simple terms, the economic impact of an event is the total amount of additional expenditure generated within a defined area (the host economy) as a
direct result of staging an event. An economic impact analysis seeks to estimate the net inflow of new money into the economy as the result of an event
by calculating the spending of out-of-town visitors and organisations .

DIRECT
ECONOMIC

IMPACT


